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THE READING SECTION 

Introduction  

ت ح ض گ  یت ن ر ام کآپ ال دم سی وج ن ا به زب  

The IELTS Academic Reading Test takes one hour. In this time candidates are required
to read three passages of between 500 and 900 words each. Each of the three
passages has around 10-15 questions and there are at least two types of questions for
each passage. The texts and questions increase in difficulty. There will be around 40
questions to answer and record on the answer sheet within the 60 minutes.
The reading passages cover a broad range of topics of general interest. They might
include passages about education, technology, the environment or other
contemporary issues. The important thing to remember is that you do not need any
specialized knowledge to read these passages and carry out the tasks successfully.
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Remember that the test assesses your ability to use effective reading strategies
needed for any academic reading. However, reading passages regarding various
contemporary issues before the test can greatly enhance your comprehension and
speed of reading.
GENREAL MODULE
The IELTS General Reading Test takes one hour. In this time candidates are required to
read three passages of between 200 and 800 words each. The texts and questions
increase in difficulty. There will be around 40 questions to answer and record on the
answer sheet within the 60 minutes.
The passages in the General Module are shorter and less linguistically complex than
those in the Academic Module. Note that the passages are less academic in style and
content and reflect the kinds of passage you are likely to read in everyday life in an
English-speaking country for example, passages could include:

 Newspaper guides

 Cinema guides

 College timetables

 Information about opening a bank account

 Regulations regarding driving licenses

 Operation instruction for a complex disk player

Marking
You are given a mark for each of the 40 questions. Your result is converted into a score
which corresponds to one of the bands from 1-9. You will see the band on your result
sheet.
Most students come out of the reading test feeling that there wasn’t enough time to 
complete the exam paper. For this reason, it is very important that you practice
effective reading strategies and take a number of timed practice reading tests before
the actual exam day to develop your reading skills.
General Reading Hints
HOW TO APPROACH THE PASSAGE
INSTRUCTIONS
NEVER TAKE THE INSTRUCTIONS FOR GRANTED.
Before you do anything, remember to read the instructions. Without reading the
instruction you will make funny mistakes.
TITLE and SUB-HEADINGS
The second step is to read the title and the sub-headings if there are any. You must
read the title and sub-headings very carefully and pay attention to all the words. You
need to improve your ability to make predictions about the contents of passage by
reading its title and sub-headings.
Remember at times the title of a passage may not be informative and revealing
therefore if you can not learn much from the title, you may need to take a quick look
at the first paragraph.
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PICTURES, TABLES, DIAGRAMS, ETC.
The third step is to look at the pictures, tables or diagrams which might accompany the
passage, remember they are included since they are supposed to contribute to your
understanding of the passage. Therefore ignoring them will hinder your
comprehension. Remember these items can make the information in the passage
more clear and at times they might even contain some of the answers.
BOLD OR ITALIC PRINTS
You may see words or phrases in the passage printed in bold or italics. These words
carry important information hence they are bold or italicized. Therefore read the bold
or italicized words and phrases throughout the passage. They can even help you guess
the topic of the paragraph in which they occur.
GLOSSARIES
At times the passage contains a glossary too, which is supposed to give you some
assistance. The glossary only includes the technical words which are thought to be
problematic for the readers. Ignoring or missing the glossary will ultimately hinder
your understanding.
READING THE FIRST PARAGRAPHS
The first paragraph of the passage is worth reading. The first paragraph of the passage
is the introduction paragraph of the passage and therefore it is very informative and
can introduce the topic of the passage which can involve us in the reading passage and
hence help us understand the ideas better.
Remember reading the first paragraph of the passage is even more essential when the
title does not reveal much information about the content of the passage.
LOOKING AT THE QUESTIONS QUICKLY:
Now it is time to look at the questions quickly in order to get familiar with the question
types. Remember you do not need to read or to select keywords in this stage. The
purpose is just getting familiar.
CHOOSING THE BEST STRATEGY
After you take a look at the questions, now you need to see which way is the best way
to start.
Questions may ask for either global understanding (main idea, purpose, attitude etc)
or local understanding (specific information or details).
Questions such as matching headings, some multiple choices and some matching tasks
ask for your global understanding.
Questions such as completion tasks, true / false / not-given, some multiple choices,
short answer questions, and matching tasks require local understanding or
understanding of details.
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For questions which require global understanding, it is highly recommended to read
the related part or paragraph carefully and completely without skipping any part. And
remember as your are reading to have a global understanding, DO HAVE an EYE for
specific information and details since they will be useful later as you want to answer
other question types asking for details.
Therefore, if the passage contains many questions asking for global understanding, do
them first but again we insist that you HAVE AN EYE FOR DETAILS stated in the
paragraph.
REMEMBER
The only question type which we recommend you answer before the questions asking
for global understanding is the SUMMARY COMPLETION (only if the summary gives a
brief account of the whole passage and not a part of it)
If there are no questions in a passage asking for global understanding or even there are
too few of them, (one or two) start answering the questions asking for details. (for
instance: a passage might contain one matching heading to the passage and seven
true/false/not given question and four completion questions).

HOW TO APPROACH QUESTION TYPES ASKING FOR DETAILS READING THE FIRST
QUESTION TYPE AND CHOOSING A KEYWORD OR KEYWORDS:
Now it is time to read the first question type carefully in order to choose a keyword in
it. The keyword can be a number, a date, a proper noun, a topic-specific word etc.
1. Always make sure you understand what the sentence is asking you to find about

the keyword (s) in the passage.
2. Choosing more than one keyword is highly recommended if possible; however, you

must make sure you understand the relationship between them.
3. You can do the same for two questions and keep in mind the keywords for both

before referring to the passages to locate the answers (or even three). This
depends on your memory capacity.

Nevertheless, remember the answer to the questions will be found in the passage in
the order of the questions which means if you find the answer to question 2 without
finding the answer to question 1, you have most probably missed the answer to
question 1.
APPROACHING THE PASSGE TO LOCATE YOUR KEYWORDS
SKIMMING THE FIRST PART OF EACH PARAGRAPH TO LOCATE YOUR KEYWORDS
We recommend you read the first part of the paragraph (the first one or two
sentences) carefully. This will as well help you learn what each paragraph is about;
consequently you will discover the basis for the organization of the information by
carefully reading the first part of each paragraph. The information in a passage may be
presented according to:

Begin by answering the questions which need global understanding  

(except the summary completion type) 
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Chronological order (years, time periods, etc)
People’s opinions
The order of importance
The advantages
The disadvantages

SCANNING THE REST OF THE PARAGRAPH TO LOCATE YOUR KEYWORDS
To locate you keywords in the paragraphs, scan the rest very carefully and circle your
keywords as you find them. Read around your keywords (from the beginning of the
sentence) and find the answer.
While doing so, take notice of other numbers, dates, proper nouns, topic-specific
words, word repetition and word families. These can not only help you locate other
details later on for other question types but also help you understand the topic of the
paragraph more clearly.
REMEMBER
It is strongly recommended that you read the final sentences of the paragraph
carefully as well.
Numbers: Pay attention to numbers as you are scanning, remember you are not
required to remember the exact number, because it is of no use. Try only to remember
in which paragraphs you saw numbers and if possible what the number referred to.
Dates: years (1999), month (January) days (Monday) are important as well. Remember
it is not necessary to recall the exact date.
Proper Nouns: Proper nouns are the names of people, places etc which can be easily
spotted in the passage.
Topic-specific Words: Topic specific words are those which are related directly to the
topic being discussed. They are not the type of words which may be found in passages
with different topics. They are easy to spot since they are different from the general
English words that we usually see in various passages. Remember you may occasionally
find some words in the passage in bold or italic print which indicates these words are
of some importance.
Repetition: As you are going through the passage, you may notice a word which is
repeated several times. Most probably such a word plays a crucial role and is directly
related to the topic of the paragraph. Therefore it is worth paying attention to them.
Word Families: At times you may notice words from the same Word Family in the
paragraph you are scanning quickly. The words share a common theme which is
directly related to the topic of the paragraph.
READING THE AREA CAREFULLY: After locating the answer, read around the keywords
carefully in order to find the answer. Remember you must read from the beginning of
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the sentence in which the keyword(s) occur. At times you may even need to read the
previous sentence as well.

READING QUESTION TYPES: The following diagram shows the IELTS reading question
types:

There are two types of heading questions.
Type 1: Choosing headings for paragraph or sections of a text.

Choosing headings 

Yes, no, not given or 
true, false, not given 

Completion tasks 

Sentence completion 

Table/note/form completion 

Summary completion 

Diagram completion 

Short answer questions 

Choosing headings Matching causes and effects 

Matching statements to sources 

Matching details to paragraph 
Multiple choice tasks 

Choosing headings 

Choosing headings 

Choosing headings 
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Type 2: Choosing a heading for the whole text.
Type 1 questions require you to sum up the meaning of a paragraph in order to match
it to a bank of possible headings. You may be asked to match every paragraph or
section of the text or just a selection of paragraphs.
Type 2 questions require you to sum up the whole text.
Choosing headings type one: matching headings to paragraphs
Task description
In this type of question, you will be given a list of headings. The instructions will also
indicate around 4 to 6 paragraphs from the reading text. The task is to find the most
suitable heading for each of the paragraphs. There will be more headings than
paragraphs, and you shouldn’t use any heading more than once unless the instructions
tell you that you can.
To complete this task well, you will need to be able to identify each paragraph’s main 
focus. The correct heading will sum up the main idea of the paragraph.
What is being tested is your ability to:
Identify the main idea of paragraph
VARIOUS FORMATS OF A PARAGRAPH
A paragraph consists of a main idea (which may be explicitly or implicitly stated), and
supporting details or further explanations which might be in the form of examples,
factual statements, questions, statistics, short true stories.
The main idea of the paragraph may be stated in the beginning, close to the beginning
or at the end.
But at times the main idea may be absent and it can be inferred by considering the
supporting details and explanations.
Important to remember
 Never try to decide on the main idea of a paragraph by only reading a sentence or

two, since these sentences may only be supporting details. It is hard to find the
main idea by reading only a couple of sentences.

 Remember the main idea must be decided upon after you have read all the
supporting details. All the supporting details have something in common and that
is the main idea. Therefore decide on something that all the supporting details
have in common.

 The main idea covers all the supporting details; in other words the supporting
details must be in a way related to the main idea that you choose.

The list of headings consists of the right answer and the distracters.
The right heading rightly covers the entire paragraph.
While The distracters cover only a part of the paragraph hence they are not the

main idea of the whole paragraph rather they sum up the details. So, they might
appear right if you focus your attention on the details rather than what all the
details share as their main idea.

Remember you must stick to the main idea of the whole paragraph and not be
distracted by the examples, explanations etc.

How to approach matching headings to paragraphs
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Step 1: Read the instructions carefully. Note that the heading you choose should sum
up the main idea of the paragraph. Also note which paragraphs you need to look at, as
you are often not required to do them all.
Step 2: Familiarize yourself with the list of paragraph headings by skimming through
them quickly.
Step 3: Read through the first paragraph for which you have to find a heading and try
to sum up, in your words, what it is about. Remember that you are reading to find out
the main idea of the paragraph. Concentrate on the main idea or focus of the
paragraph and try not to be distracted by details, (examples, explanations etc) or by
unfamiliar vocabulary.
Step 4: Choose the heading from the list which best sums up the main point of the
paragraph you have just read. If you can’t choose between two headings write your
choices down somewhere and go on to the next paragraph- you can come back to that
question later. But don’t forget to make a choice before the end of the test because if 
you leave a blank or you have marked two answers on your answer sheet, you will be
graded as incorrect for that question.
Choosing headings type two: matching a heading to the whole text
Task description
This task is just the same as matching headings to the paragraphs. Therefore just
follow the instructions for the previous task type. Remember for task type two you
have to sum up the entire text. Read the whole text looking at the bank of headings.
Try to think of your own heading and then look at the options.
We recommend you to leave this question and do it after you have answered all the
other questions.

There are two types of True, false, not given questions.
These tasks either ask you to identify the writer’s views or claims in the text or identify 
information in the text.
True, false, not given type one: identifying the writer’s views 
Task description
In this task type you will be given a number of statements. You will have to decide if
these statements agree with the writer’s views.
To complete this task well, you will often need to be able to recognize the writer’s 
views not only from what is said directly, but also from what is stated indirectly. For
example, we do not need the writer to state directly that he/she disapproves of zoos.
We can infer this disapproval if the writer states his/her disapproval of the following:

Yes, no, not given or 

 True, false, not given 

  Identifying the writer’s views 

  Identifying information in the text 
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animals being taken from the wild, animals being caged, people paying money to see
animals, animals not having any privacy. However, if the writer simply describes the
problems with zoos this does not necessarily imply disapproval.
What is being tested is your ability to:

1. Identify writer’s opinion and attitude
2. Skim for detailed information
3. Make inferences

The writer may state some facts or the other people’s views; they must not be 
mistaken for the writer’s views.
There are sometimes some clues in the sentence which show the writer is stating
his/her opinions such as first person singular or plural pronouns including “I, me, my, 
mine, we, us, our, ours”.
There are also clues to show the writer is quoting other people’s opinions or 
observable facts such as “according to Dr. Richards, based on Dr. Richards, as Dr.
Richards says, or as many people believe, the public opinion is that etc.
If there are no clues showing that writer is stating other people’s opinions or facts, 
he or she is most probably stating his or her own opinion.
NOTICE:
Remember there is no need to carefully read the area in which you are sure the writer
is stating other people’s opinions or observable facts.
How to approach questions requiring you to identify the writer’s views
Step 1: Read the instructions carefully. Note that you are asked to identify the writer’s 
opinion, which may not necessarily be the same as the facts. Note also the difference
between the three categories you have to use, particularly:
Yes The statement agrees with writer’s opinion.
No The statement contradicts the writer’s opinion.
Not Given The writer does not give an opinions on this point.
Step 2: Skim through all of the statements to get an idea of the topics you will be
searching for in your reading of the text and try to roughly guess where you may find
the answer to each question in the passage.
Step 3: Read the first statement again more carefully. Note the main point or opinions
given in the statement.
Step 4: Skim the section (the text for the section) which refers to that idea. If you come
across information relating to other statements, put a mark beside the section so that
you can find it quickly again later.
Step 5: Once you have found the appropriate section of the text, read more carefully.
Decide if the statement agrees with the view of the author (mark Yes on your answer
sheet) or disagrees with the author (mark No on your answer sheet). If the author
doesn’t give an opinion which agrees or disagrees with the statement, then mark Not
Given on your answer sheet.
True, false, not given type one: identifying information
Task Description
In this task type you will be given a number of statements. You will have to decide if
these statements agree with the information in the text.
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What is beging tested is your ability to:
Identify pieces of information
Skim for detailed information
Make inferences

For type 2, Follow the same steps in true, not given type one. If the statements
contradicts the information in the text, then select ‘false’ and if there is no mention of 
it, select ‘not given’.
It is much easier for most candidates to answer the true or the false items since they
find a statement in the passage which confirms or contradicts the question statement.
Therefore, they are somehow sure about their answer. However, for not given
statements, they are not able to find any statement in the passage simply because it is
not stated, but most candidates look for the statements which is not given again and
again and waste their time.
Remember if you read on and you are not able to find anything regarding the
statement, the answer is most probably not given. Your answer is further supported
if you find the answer to the next question statement as you read on.

These questions ask for specific information (details).
There are two types of completion tasks in the IELTS reading exam.
Type 1:With a selection of possible answers
Type 2:Without a choice of possible answers
For Type 1 questions the words or phrases provided will be different from the word in
the text. There will be more words than gaps.
Type 2 questions are similar to the short answer questions in that they will tell you to
write your answers in NO MORE THAN THREE WORDS. So you can answer with one
word, two words or three words but no more. However, always check this with the
instructions.

Completion tasks 

Summary completion  

Table/note/form completion 

Diagram/picture completion 

Sentence completion 
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Task description
The input for this type of question will be a summary of all or part of the reading text.
The summary will contain a number of gaps. All of the information in the summary will
be contained in the reading text, although the words used may be different. You may
also be provided with a list of words to use to fill the gaps. There will be more words
than gaps. These words have been chosen so that only one word will be suitable for
each gap (the answer) but other words may appear suitable (distracters).
Your task is to complete the summary using one choice (from the list) for each gap.
Because the summary is a paraphrase of the reading text (rather than an edited
version), you will need to have a good understanding of the overall.

Meaning and main points of the section summarized, rather than a detailed
understanding of the text.

Task description
You will be provided with an incomplete table or form which summarizes or
paraphrases information given in the reading text. The information in the table or the
form may be organized differently from the way in which it appears in the text, for
example chronologically instead of in order of importance. The task is to complete the
gaps in three words or fewer. However, always check this with the instructions.

Task description
You will be provided with a set of incomplete notes which summarizes or paraphrases
information given in the reading text. The information may be located in a certain
section of the passage or from various sections of the text. You are supposed to
complete the gaps in three words or fewer. However, always check this with the
instructions.

Summary Completion  
 

Table/Note/Form Completion 
 

Note Completion 
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Task description
You will be provided with a number of incomplete sentences which you need to
complete using information from the reading text. Generally, you must complete the
statement in three words or fewer, but confirm this with the instructions.

Task description
You will be given a diagram or a picture and asked to label it with words from the text
or labels given in a box.

 The information will be given in the same order as the numbers on the diagram.
 Scan the text to find the information. If labels are not provided, make sure you use
words from the text.

HOW TO APPROACH THE COMPLETION TASKS
In order to answer these questions, go through the ten stages below very carefully.

1. Read the instructions carefully.
2. Quickly read through the whole task.

As you do this:
 Underline the key words.
 Try to work out what information you need.
3. Think about the grammatical form as well as the vocabulary that should follow

immediately from the stem.
4. Decide what section of the passage the exercise covers.
5. If a box of answers is given, see if you can guess any of the matches & eliminate

unlikely answers.
6. If the question is in the form of a table, work out which way is best to read it –

horizontally or vertically.
7. If the question is in the form of a summary, read through it first and see if you

can guess any of the missing words.
8. Take each gap one by one and search the text for the best word(s) to fill the

gap.
9. Look out for synonyms and parallel expressions because the questions are not

likely to use the same words as those in the text.

Sentence Completion 
 

Diagram/Picture Completion  
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10. Make sure your sentences make sense both logically and grammatically.

There are two types of short answer questions in the IELTS reading exam.
Type 1: Questions
Type 2: Lists

Task description
Type 1
You will be provided with a number of questions which you have to answer. Generally,
your answers must be in three words or fewer but confirm this with the instructions.
Type 2
You will be provided with a question which requires you to list more than one answer.
Each answer must be in three words or fewer according to the instructions.
HOW TO APPROACH SHORT ANSWER QUESTIONS
Step 1: Read the instructions carefully. Pay attention to the sample task. You may use
your own words but you may not use more than three words for each answer.
Step 2: Briefly read through all of the questions to get an idea of what information you
will have to find in the text.
Step 3: Read the first question more carefully. Decide what information you will skim
for.
Step 4: Once you have found the relevant section of the reading text, look back at the
question and decide what specific information you need to answer the question.
Step 5: Read that part of the text more carefully to find the answer.
Step 6: Your answer does not need to be a complete sentence but it does need to
make sense grammatically.

Short answer questions 
 

Matching tasks 
Matching causes and effects 

Matching statements to sources 

Matching details to paragraphs 
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Matching statements to sources

Task description
These questions require you to match a list of statements to sources mentioned in the
text. These questions are used with texts which present a number of different
statements (factual statements or people’s opinions). The sources are usually 
numbered and the statements are given a letter. In the answer booklet you write the
letter(s) beside the numbers.
There could be more statements than sources. If so, you will need to write more than
one letter beside the questions in the answer booklet. If there are more sources than
statements, then one or more of the statements will be used more than once.
How to approach matching statements to sources tasks
 Read the instructions carefully.
 Take the names of the sources one by one and find them in the text and underline
them.
 When you have located a name, read carefully to see what is said about it.
 Look at the list of statements and see if you can make a match.
 Remember that the text is not likely to use the same words as the questions, so look
for synonyms and parallel expressions.
 Also, be aware that the sources may be referred to in more than one place in the
text.
 The statements in the task are not listed in the same order as they appear in the
text.
Matching causes and effects
Task description
You will be provided with two lists. In most cases, one list contains a small number of
causes and the other list contains a larger number of effects. The task is to find the
effect which arose from (matches) each cause. To complete this task well, you will
need to understand clearly what the words ‘cause’ and ‘effect’ mean.
How to Approach matching causes and effects task
 Read the instructions carefully.
 Look at the table and decide which list you should work from.
 In most cases it would be most efficient to work from the shorter list (usually the

causes).
 Read the first cause.
 Briefly familiarize yourself with the effects list.
 Skim the reading text to find the section which discusses the first cause.
 Read that section of the reading text carefully to find the effect.
 When you have found the effect in the reading passage, refer back to the effects list

and select the one which best paraphrases the information in the reading text. If
none of the effects listed seem to match, then keep reading the text, as it is not
unusual for causes to have more than one effect.

Matching details to paragraphs
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Task description
You will be provided with a number of statements (details) and you must find the
paragraph which contains the statement. One single paragraph may contain two or
more statements while another paragraph may not include any of the statements. The
statements do not occur in the passage in the same order as the paragraphs.

How to Approach matching details to paragraphs tasks
 Read the instruction carefully.
 Look at the list of statements and decide on a number of keywords.
 Read the first statement again
 Skim the reading text to find the section which discusses the first statement.
 When you have found the statement in the reading passage, refer back to the

statements list and select the one which best paraphrases the information in the
reading text.

 Remember that the text is not likely to use the same words as the questions, so look
for synonyms and parallel expressions.

There are two types of multiple choice questions in the IELTS reading exam.
Type 1:Where there is one possible answer.
Type 2:Where there are multiple answers.

 There are multiple answers for only one mark.
 There are multiple answers and one mark for each.

Task description
For these questions you may be given the start of a sentence which you have to
complete with one out of four choices. Or you may be presented with a question and
asked to find two, three or four items in a list of answers.
You could be asked to identify facts or opinions in the texts. Multiple choice questions
can test both your global understanding of the text or ask you for specific information.
This means you will have to make the decision yourself whether to skim or scan the
text.
How to approach multiple choice questions
 Read the instructions carefully and check how many letters you need to circle.
 Skim all the questions and the answer choices quickly. As you do this,

 Underline the key words (the words that give you the most information).
 Try to get an idea of the topic you will be reading about from the vocabulary of

the questions.
 Go back to the first question. Decide if you are looking for specific information or
whether the question requires you to understand the whole text then either scan or
skim the text, as appropriate, to find the answer.

Multiple Choice Tasks 
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 Read the relevant part of the text very carefully.
 Don’t leave any questions unanswered.
Language Development for Reading Comprehension
Many of the reading skills candidates need for IELTS Academic Reading apply to all
situations in which they need to read in English. Success in IELTS Academic Reading is
influenced by the candidates’ ability to apply these skills, as well as their general 
proficiency in the English language.

 expand their vocabulary
 guess the meaning of words in context
 understand the different forms of cohesion
 increase their understanding of English grammar

Vocabulary Development
In order to understand a text written in English it is necessary to understand the
majority of the words in the text.
Candidates must learn the typs of words that are useful to learn – the ones that appear
in many different texts – and they must distinguish these words from words that have
low usage. Candidates must remember that the meaning of very low frequency words,
which are central to the comprehension of the text, will be given in a glossary.
However, this only occurs infrequently.
Candidates must experiment with different ways of expanding their vocabulary. They
must create their own vocabulary book and organize it either alphabetically or
functionally. They should not only write the meaning of words in their own language,
but write many examples of its usage in English. They can also write synonyms and
antonyms as well as words representing bigger categories to which this word belongs.
We have included a list of words at WWW. NIS. IR which you can use to expand your
vocabulary.
Guessing the Meaning of Words from Context
Candidates should try to guess the meaning of unfamiliar words using clues in the
context. These clues may be in the surrounding words. The text may provide a
definition that explains the unfamiliar word, or it may give examples to illustrate the
unfamiliar word. There may be connecting words used after the familiar word that
indicates similarity or contrast. If the candidates are familiar with the item, that is
being compared or contrasted, this should provide a clue to the unknown word.
Another strategy is to break the word down into syllables. Sometimes knowledge of
common roots and affixes or similarity to words in the candidates’ own language can 
help them guess the meaning of particular word.
We have also included a list of common roots, prefixes and suffixes at WWW. NIS. IR.
Cohesion
Candidates must develop an awareness of the different ways that the meanings in one
sentence in a text are connected with the meaning in other sentences.
There are a number of different ways of showing connections between sentences.
The use of reference words such as pronouns (it, he, she, this, those etc.) and the use
of articles (first reference may be with ‘a’ and the next references to the same thing 
with ‘the’).


