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The following table summarizes the various sections of the IELTS Listening section:

. Topic el Number of
Section P Input MainSkill Focus .
area questions
Conversation with a . . .
transactional buUrbose Listening for and noting
1 Social needs - purh specific factual 10
e.g. finding out about . .
. information.
travel services
Monologue or prompted
with a transactional Listening for and noting
2 Social needs purpose eg. giving specific factual 10
information about a information.
public event.
Following a conversation
. Discussion between 24 | which involves negotiation
Education . . . . .
. people in an academic of meaning. Listening for
3 and training e . 10
context, e.g. lecture or specific information,
of seminar attitudes, and speakers
opinions
Following an academic
Education . argument. Listening for
. Monologue in an . o
4 and training . main ideas, specific 10
academic . . .
information, attitude and
speaker’s opinion

As you listen, you should write your answers on the question booklet. At the end of the recorded
material you will be given ten minutes to copy your answers onto the answer sheet.

The recordings may include a range of accents including British, American or Australian, for this
reason you must help yourself by Listening to as wide a variety of English as possible, on the radio

or television for example.

Most candidates come out of the Listening test not feeling very confident of their answers after
listening to the recording only once. For this reason it is very important that you take a number of
timed practice listening tests before the actual exam day to become familiar with the style of
guestions asked, the speed of the speech and to develop the skill of recording your answers as you

listen.
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The major listening question types:

There are five major question-type categories.

First category Completion Tasks
Second Category Short Answer Questions
Third Category Multiple Choice Questions
Fourth Category Matching Tasks

Fifth Category Labeling Tasks

Completion Tasks

What variations are there on this task type?

The outline may be:

1. A summary: used to summarize any information in the form of a complete text.

2. Sentence completion.

3. A form: often used to record factual details such as names.

4. A set of notes: used to summarize any type of information using the layout to show how
different items relate to one another.

5. A table: used as a way of summarizing information which relates to clear categories e.g. place/
time/ price.

6. A flow-chart: used to summarize a process which has clear stages. The direction of the process
is shown by arrows.

Candidates may have to

e Select their answers from a list on the Question Paper.

¢ |[dentify the missing words from the recording which fit into the form/notes etc. In this case, they
should not change the words from the recording in any way, and should keep to the word limit
stated in the instructions.
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better off : in an improved condition

Sl g a2

bite off more than one can chew : take on more responsibility than one can handle
Sl 48] gaia Vaia candSy b

bound to : certain to; sure to

als ga

break down : stop functioning (a machine, for example)
Ol A

break in (on) : interrupt

(RS Ayl asd

break the ice : break through social barriers (as at a party)

O3S b 1) Cuna

break the news (to) : inform; give bad news

4 02 pd ala g Ul

break up : end (a meeting, for example)

Gl gl

break up (with) : stop being a couple (a boyfriend and girlfriend, for example)
Llojl g2 et 4

a breeze : something very simple and easy -to do

s ) Jie

bring about : cause to happen

bringup : (1) raise (a child); (2) introduce (a topic, for ex;unple)
SR 28

brush up on : review; study; practice

QIS e

bump into : meet unexpectedly; run into

L oS dnlge (o Gy JB e sk 4y

by and large : mostly; generally; on the whole

A b (55)

by heart : by memory; learned word for word
s )

by no means :in no way; not at all

Ay FH A

Exercise: Fill in the blanks in the sentences or dialogs with idioms from the above list. There will
be one word per blank. It may be necessary to change the verb forms in order for the sentence to
be grammatically correct. The first one is done as an example.

1. "Can you talk now?" "No, I'm about to go to the grocery store, but I'll call you as soon as | get
back."

2. "You're probably too tired to play another game of racquetball, right?" "I'm not that tired,

really. I'd enjoy another game."

3. "Will you support my proposal at the meeting?" "Certainly. You can -------- -----—-- my support."

4. | was talking to my aunt when suddenly my cousin George Ann our
conversation.

5. "l understand Diane lost her job." "Yes, but she's actually . She found a more
interesting job with a higher salary." -

6. My car last week, and | had to take the bus to work until it was repaired.
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